Pursuant to Article 28 of the Statute of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Osijek (hereinafter: the Statute) and pursuant to Article 93 of the Ordinance on Postgraduate Degree Programmes at the Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, the Faculty Council at its 7th session held on 3 April 2024, under agenda item 15, adopted the following  
RULES

ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DOCTORAL DEGREE PROGRAMMES 

AT THE FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES IN OSIJEK

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1

The Rules on the Implementation of Doctoral Degree Programmes at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Osijek (hereinafter: the Rules) regulate in detail the organisation and the manner of implementation of study programmes, admission requirements, rights and obligations of supervisors, rights and obligations of doctoral students, and the monitoring of the quality of doctoral degree programmes offered by the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences as a member of the Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek (hereinafter: the Faculty). 

Article 2
Notwithstanding their grammatical gender, the terms used in these Rules are gender-neutral and apply equally to male and female gender.

Article 3
For the purpose of these Rules the following terms have the following meanings:

1. the authorized council is the Faculty Council
2. the authorised academic bodies are the Doctoral Degree Committee, the Committee for Monitoring the Quality of the Study Programme and committees set up for the purpose of evaluation of dissertation proposals, and evaluation and defence of doctoral dissertations 
3. administrative support in the preparation and distribution of the relevant documentation is provided by the administrative officer responsible for postgraduate study programmes 

4. the Chair of the Doctoral Degree Committee is also the Head of the study programme who:
· convenes and presides over sessions of the Doctoral Degree Committee

· organizes and monitors the implementation of the course delivery plan in the doctoral degree programme 

· supervises and guides the administrative officer responsible for postgraduate study programmes in the administration of the documentation

· guides and supervises quality assurance processes taking place within the doctoral degree programme 

· submits reports to the competent Vice-Dean

5. the teaching within the doctoral degree programmes is carried out by: 

1. teachers employed in appropriate scientific-teaching positions at the Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek (hereinafter: the University) 
2. external associates 

· teachers employed in appropriate scientific-teaching positions at other universities and university colleges in the country and abroad

· nominal teachers: scientists in scientific positions and persons who are not employed at the University or at the University constituent and who are appointed to the academic rank equivalent to the appointment into a scientific-teaching position are qualified to teach at doctoral degree programmes

· professor emeritus – retired teacher with an honorary title granted by the University or the University constituent, or professor emeritus from other universities

6. study advisor: a teacher in a scientific-teaching position who is involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme, who helps doctoral students and monitors their work and achievements over the course of study, and who is appointed by the Faculty Council

7. supervisor: a teacher in a scientific-teaching position or, exceptionally, a researcher or professor emeritus who guides the doctoral student during the preparation of the doctoral dissertation

8. co-supervisor: a teacher in a scientific-teaching position or, exceptionally, a researcher or professor emeritus who, along with the supervisor, guides the doctoral student during the preparation of the doctoral dissertation

9. doctoral student: a student enrolled in full-time doctoral studies

10. doctoral dissertation: independent and original scientific or artistic work subject to public scientific or artistic assessment, respectively.

2. ORGANISATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DOCTORAL DEGREE PROGRAMME 

Article 4

(1) Based on the registration of the study programme in the Register of study programmes of the Ministry of Science and Education, the Faculty organizes and implements doctoral scientific studies.
(2) Doctoral degree programmes train students to conduct independent scientific research.

(3) Study programmes are established by the Senate decision in accordance with the University Statute. 

(4) Doctoral degree programmes may be organized and implemented in an interdisciplinary field of science within one or more scientific fields.

(5) Doctoral degree programmes can be conducted as joint study programmes in accordance with the Higher Education and Scientific Activity Act (hereinafter: the Act) and the University Statute, and the organisation, implementation, completion, place of execution, the holder of the doctoral degree diploma and the method of issuing the doctoral degree diploma of the joint doctoral degree programme, and the holder of the accreditation procedure of the joint doctoral degree programme are determined by an agreement between universities, university constituents, that is, the University and a public scientific institute or a university constituent and a public scientific institute.

(6) Doctoral degree programmes may be delivered entirely through teaching with the use of computer technologies and interactive teaching materials which ensure access to learning in special conditions, when the teacher and student are physically remote (hereinafter: online studies). Online studies are delivered on the basis of the authorisation issued by the Agency for Science and Higher Education in accordance with the regulations governing the quality assurance in higher education and science, if the learning outcomes of the study programme can be achieved through distance learning.

Course delivery plan
Article 5

(1) The postgraduate degree programme is delivered in accordance with the course delivery plan adopted by the Faculty Council pursuant to the act governing the field of higher education and scientific activity, the Statute and the general act of the University.

(2) Postgraduate degree programmes’ course delivery plan is published on the Faculty’s web page before the enrolment into the study programme commences, that is before the enrolment into the next year of study commences.

Duration of the doctoral degree programme 

Article 6

(1) The length of the doctoral degree programme is three years and upon its completion doctoral students are awarded 180 ECTS credits.

(2) Doctoral degree programmes are delivered as full-time doctoral studies for full-time doctoral students who are generally awarded 60 ECTS credits within a single year of study.

The structure of the doctoral degree programme 

Article 7

(1) The structure of the doctoral degree programme is determined by the content of the study programme developed by the holder of the doctoral degree programme. 

(2) The content of the doctoral degree programme should be focused on research and on independent work and training of doctoral students for scientific work in accordance with the regulations governing quality assurance in higher education and science, the Statute and the general acts of the University.

(3) On the completion of the doctoral degree programme, doctoral students are awarded 180 ECTS credits. 

(4) The doctoral degree programme consists of the following elements:

· scientific research during the doctoral studies under the guidance and supervision of a supervisor and/or co-supervisor, which leads to the writing and defence of a dissertation, for which a doctoral student earns a minimum of 90 ECTS credits

· meeting the requirements within the framework of obligatory and elective courses as laid down in the doctoral degree study programme, for which a doctoral student earns a minimum of 30 ECTS credits

· scientific training at other national or international scientific institutions (universities, colleges, scientific institutes) for a period of at least 3 months, participation and presentation of scientific work at national or international scientific meetings, publication of scientific papers, participation in seminars and conferences, and other extracurricular activities, for which a doctoral student earns a minimum of 30 ECTS credits

· dissertation and the defence of the dissertation, for which a doctoral student earns a minimum of 30 ECTS credits.
(5) The structure of the doctoral degree programme may differ from the structure laid down in paragraph 4 of this Article, if the doctoral student has earned a larger part of the required ECTS credits through research, and a smaller part through meeting the coursework requirements. 

Course delivery

Article 8

(1) Doctoral degree courses are delivered in line with the study programme and with the course delivery plan adopted by the Faculty Council.

(2) The delivery of courses is organized into semesters, and it generally starts at the beginning of the academic year. 

(3) Forms of teaching at the doctoral degree study programme may include the following: lectures, research seminars, discussion groups, learning outcome checks and other forms of teaching in line with the research needs of doctoral students that enable the acquisition of generic skills, workshops or other forms that enable the development of business and management skills, presentation skills, skills related to writing project proposals, project management, fund raising, etc.

(4) All doctoral students enrolled in doctoral studies at the University and university constituents with legal personality, as well as doctoral students of other universities, may enrol courses of the Faculty’s doctoral study programmes, if the capacity of courses is not exceeded, in line with the signed contracts that provide for the possibility to include such doctoral students in a part of the research conducted at the Faculty and to enrol them in the courses taught at the Faculty's doctoral degree programmes. 

(5) The record of the courses delivered is kept in the information system. 

(6) The record of the courses delivered is attached to the report on the implementation of courses in a particular semester in a current academic year and is submitted to the Faculty Council.

Article 9

The language of instruction of the doctoral degree programme is the Croatian standard language. The language of instruction may also be a foreign language or individual courses and/or modules may be delivered in a foreign language if the study programme provides for the possibility that the study programme or individual courses and/or modules are delivered in a foreign language.

Enrolment criteria and the manner of enrolment in the doctoral degree programme

Admission quota

Article 10

The number of enrolment places (admission quotas) in doctoral studies is determined by the Faculty Council depending on the availability of the Faculty's teaching and supervisory capacities, based on the proposal of the Doctoral Degree Committee in accordance with national scientific and social needs and in accordance with the needs of the labour market.

Enrolment criteria

Article 11

(1) Doctoral studies can be enrolled by applicants who have completed a corresponding university graduate study programme, or a university integrated undergraduate and graduate study programme, or a university specialist study programme.

(2) Doctoral degree programme enrolment criteria are laid down in a decision adopted by the Faculty Council. 

(3) Applicants who have obtained an academic title of Master of Science and who enrol the doctoral degree programme have their ECTS credits earned in the Master of Science programme recognized in accordance with the Senate decision.

(4) Applicants who have obtained an academic title of a university specialist or applicants who have started or completed doctoral studies are enrolled in doctoral studies in accordance with the study programmes of doctoral studies and have their obtained ECTS credits recognized in accordance with the decision of the Faculty Council.

(5) Doctoral students enrolled in accordance with paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article, on the basis of the recognition of previous achievements and recognition of corresponding ECTS credits, may be fully or partially exempt from attending classes and taking exams or fulfilling some other study obligations.
Public call

Article 12

(1) Enrolment in doctoral studies is carried out on the basis of a public call launched by the Faculty Council and published in the daily press and on the Faculty's website, as a rule, six months prior to the start of classes.
(2) The public call for the enrolment into the doctoral degree programme contains the following:

· the title of the doctoral degree programme (scientific field and discipline or interdisciplinary field of science and scientific disciplines) 

· the full name of the Faculty

· admission quota for full-time doctoral studies

· enrolment terms and criteria 

· criteria for the selection of applicants and the method for the implementation of the applicant selection procedure, laid down by the Faculty Council

· application deadline and the list of documents to be attached to the application

· deadline for the submission of applicants’ complaints

· deadline for enrolment and information on the enrolment process, guaranteeing the equality of all applicants

· documentation necessary for enrolment
· costs of the study programme 

· other information laid down by the Faculty Council. 
Public call application

Article 13

(1) Applicants submit their public call application within the established application deadline on the prescribed form.

(2) Public call application may contain copies of the necessary documentation, however when enrolling into the doctoral degree programme, applicants are required to provide original documents for the purpose of inspection.

Procedure for selecting applicants

Article 14

(1) The selection of applicants for the doctoral degree study programme                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       is based on the procedure for the selection of applicants which is in accordance with the study programme.
(2) At the proposal of the Doctoral Degree Committee, the Faculty Council lays down the elements that comprise the procedure for selecting applicants for admission to doctoral studies and their evaluation, which can be: evaluation of grade point average at university graduate studies or university integrated undergraduate and graduate studies, published papers, recommendations by potential supervisors and teachers, a proposal for doctoral research, etc.

(3) The interview with the applicant is a mandatory part of the procedure for the selection of candidates for admission to doctoral studies.

(4) The Faculty Council may lay down that certain elements of the evaluation referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article should be eliminating.

Eligibility to enrol in doctoral studies

Article 15

(1) The Doctoral Degree Committee evaluates the public call applications and examines if the applicants have met the requirements for the admission in the doctoral studies and conducts the procedure for the selection of applicants according to the criteria laid down by the Faculty Council.

(2) The Doctoral Degree Committee determines the list of selected applicants for admission to doctoral studies and publishes it on the Faculty’s website.

(3) An applicant who has earned the right to enrol in the study programme, but has not proceeded with enrolment within the deadline laid down in the public call, loses the right to enrol. If an applicant has earned the right to enrol in the study programme, and for justified reasons is prevented from attending enrolment, enrolment can be carried out on their behalf by an authorized person on the basis of a special power of attorney.

(4) An applicant who is a citizen of a Member State of the European Union and a citizen of other states enjoys the same rights as an applicant who is a Croatian citizen.

(5) If the number of applicants who meet the admission requirements exceeds the Faculty’s capacities, the right to enrol in the doctoral studies is granted to applicants who have scored a better result in the selection procedure. 

(6) An applicant who has obtained the right to enrol in the doctoral degree programme concludes with the Faculty a study contract that regulates in detail mutual rights and obligations during the doctoral studies, the amount of tuition fees and other important issues for the contracting parties.
(7) Applicants who have obtained the right to enrol in doctoral studies, and are employed in the institution of the holder of the study programme as teaching assistants, do not participate in the costs of doctoral studies, i.e. they do not pay the tuition fee and they conclude a study contract without paying the tuition fee.

(8) Applicants who have obtained the right to enrol in doctoral studies and are awarded student scholarships for excellence in postgraduate studies of the Faculty do not participate in the costs of doctoral studies, i.e. they do not pay tuition fees as long as they meet their obligations in accordance with the Faculty’s regulations, and they conclude the study contract without paying the tuition fee under the condition of showing regular progress in their studies.

(9) On enrolment in doctoral studies, and by the end of the first semester at the latest, the Doctoral Degree Committee assigns a study advisor to a doctoral student to assist them during the studies and to monitor their progress and achievements. The study advisor is a teacher in the doctoral degree programme. 

The right of appeal
Article 16

(1) A doctoral degree programme applicant has the right to examine the results of the evaluation process in the procedure for selecting applicants, the ranking of applicants, and other public call documentation in accordance with the regulations governing the protection of personal data. The applicant has the right to lodge an appeal against the selection procedure within 24 hours after the announcement of the results of the applicant selection procedure.

(2) The Doctoral Degree Committee is the body competent for acting on appeals and making the final decision. The Committee has to consider the applicant's appeal and make a decision within the deadline laid down in the public call for the enrolment into the doctoral degree programme.

Obtaining a doctoral degree without enrolment in doctoral degree programme

Article 17

(1) Exceptionally, individuals who have accomplished scientific achievements, which by their significance meet the requirements for appointment to scientific-teaching positions, may obtain a doctoral degree without enrolment to doctoral studies, on the basis of the Faculty Council’s decision certifying the individual’s fulfilment of the necessary criteria and on the basis of the public defence of their written doctoral dissertation, and with the Senate’s consent. 

(2) Scientific achievements are realized by fulfilling the conditions, in accordance with the Act and special regulations, for appointment to the lowest scientific-teaching position of the Assistant Professor in the corresponding scientific field and discipline. 

(3) A doctoral degree referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article may be obtained only in scientific fields and disciplines of the doctoral study programmes carried out at the Faculty. 

Status of a doctoral degree student
Article 18

(1) The status of a doctoral degree student is acquired by enrolling into a doctoral degree programme, and is proven by a student document issued by the Faculty, and the form and the content of the document is laid down by the Minister via an ordinance. 
(2) Doctoral degree student can be a full-time student or a visiting student/doctoral degree student. 

(3) Doctoral degree students retain their status of regular students for the prescribed duration of the doctoral studies, and no longer than twice as long as the prescribed duration of the doctoral studies.

(4) The period of suspension of the doctoral student’s rights and obligations is not included in the prescribed duration of the doctoral studies, i.e. the doctoral student is granted the extended deadline for the completion of the studies for a period equivalent to the period of suspension of their rights and obligations.

(5) As a rule, a doctoral student with a regular student status enrols 60 ECTS credits during an academic year, in accordance with the doctoral study programme course delivery plan, and studies as a full-time student. 

(6) A visiting student is a doctoral student with a regular student status, arriving from a different university and enrolling parts of the Faculty’s study programme in accordance with the special contract on the recognition of ECTS credits signed with other universities.  

(7) The rights and obligations of a visiting student/doctoral student, the method of payment of the costs of their study, the possibility of continuing their studies at the Faculty and other issues related to the status of a visiting student are regulated by a contract signed with other universities.

Obtaining the status of a doctoral student by transferring from other doctoral degree programmes

Article 19

(1) It is possible to obtain the status of a doctoral student or continue the status of a doctoral student through the transfer from one doctoral degree programme to another related doctoral degree programme:
· for doctoral degree programmes carried out within the same scientific field within the doctoral school or within the university constituent 

· from one university constituent to another university constituent or from the doctoral school to another university constituent

· from other institutions of higher education in the Republic of Croatia

· form other institutions of higher education abroad, in which case the doctoral student has to submit a Decision on the recognition of the period of study issued by the competent authority. 

(2) The applicant submits the transfer approval request to the Doctoral Degree Committee of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences by e-mail sent to the following address: pismohrana@ffos.hr in the period from 20 August to 20 September, in order for the applicant to be considered for enrolment in the next academic year. 

(3) The transfer of the doctoral student is approved on the basis of the decision adopted by the Faculty Council. 

(4) The applicant submitting the transfer approval request is obliged to attach to it the appropriate student document, and the certified transcript of grades and ECTS credits. 

(5) If the request for transfer has been approved, the time of study in the previous doctoral degree programme is counted in the total time of study within the doctoral degree programme to which the enrolment has been approved. 

(6) When approving the transfer of doctoral students, the capacity of the Faculty must be taken into account, so that the number of doctoral students who are approved for transfer and the number of doctoral students already studying at the Faculty do not exceed the established capacities of the Faculty.
Article 20
(1) In the case of the doctoral student who has had his request for transfer approved, the Faculty Council adopts a decision on the transfer and issues the doctoral student a new student identity card, and the competent body of the study holder left by the student, issues the certificate of exmatriculation. 
(2) The decision on the transfer determines the recognized period of study, exams passed, ECTS credits earned, enrolment conditions and courses to be taken, deadlines for the completion of studies, and costs of doctoral studies.

(3) The doctoral student who has had the request for transfer approved must enrol into the new doctoral degree programme within 8 days from the day on which the decision on the approval of the transfer has been delivered to the doctoral student. 

Rights and obligations of doctoral students

Article 21

(1) The doctoral student has the rights and obligations laid down in the Act, the University Statute, the Faculty Statute, the University’s Ordinance on Postgraduate Degree Programmes, the study programme and the course delivery plan of the doctoral studies, and the study contract which ensures institutional and supervisory support for the doctoral student during the doctoral studies.

(2) The doctoral student has the right to change the supervisor, the doctoral research proposal and the topic of the doctoral dissertation once. In order to carry out the change, the doctoral student submits a written request explaining the reasons thereof and a statement by the person who has acted as supervisor, and the Faculty Council decides on the request. 

(3) The doctoral student is required to submit a report on their work to the Faculty Council once a year (Form 1).

(4) The doctoral student who fails to meet the criteria for progression into the next year of study has the right to re-enrol, i.e. repeat the year of study in which they failed to meet the criteria for progression into the next year. The repeat year does not extend the total permitted period of study which is twice as long as the duration of the study programme as laid down in the Act and in accordance with Article 5 of these Rules. 
(5) In the final year of doctoral studies, and before the procedure for the public defence of the dissertation is carried out, the doctoral student is required to have at least one published or accepted for publication scientific paper, in a national or international journal, thematically related to the doctoral research, of which they are the sole author or one of the main co-authors.

Suspension of rights and obligations of the doctoral student

Article 22

(1) The rights and obligations of the doctoral student are suspended:

· during pregnancy

· during the use of maternity or parental leave until the child is one year old

· during the leave which is realised pursuant to regulations governing maternity and parental allowances

· during the period of illness or other comparable reason lasting for a period longer than three months
· in other justified cases in accordance with the Faculty Council’s decisions. 

(2) A doctoral student may exercise the right to suspension of rights and obligations only if they submit, within 30 days from the date of the onset of the circumstances that have led to the request for the suspension of rights and obligations, a written request for approval of the suspension of rights and obligations to the Dean with credible documentation justifying the request.

(3) The decision on approving the doctoral candidate’s suspension of rights and obligations is passed by the Dean on the basis of the submitted written request to which credible documentation justifying the request is attached. The period of the suspension of rights and obligations is not counted in the duration of studies. 

(4) The Dean is obliged to issue, within 15 days from the date of the receipt of the doctoral student’s request referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, a decision approving the suspension of rights and obligations in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article or denying the suspension of rights and obligations of the doctoral student if the conditions are not met, i.e. if there are no justified reasons for the suspension of rights and obligations or if the request for suspension of rights and obligations is not submitted within the period laid down in paragraph 2 of this Article.
(5) No appeal is allowed against the decision referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, but an administrative dispute can be initiated.

The progress of the doctoral student in doctoral studies
Article 23

A doctoral student earns the right to enrol in a higher year of study if, by the enrolment deadline, they have fulfilled all the obligations laid down in the study programme, the Senate decisions and other general acts of the Faculty.

Document certifying the fulfilment of requirements of doctoral studies

Article 24

During the doctoral studies, the doctoral student has the right to obtain a document certifying the fulfilment of individual study requirements and the ECTS credits obtained in accordance with the study programme of doctoral studies.
Loss of doctoral student status

Article 25

(1) Doctoral student who is enrolled in the doctoral degree programme loses the student status:

· if they do not complete the doctoral degree programme in the period twice as long as the duration of studies

· if their public defence of the topic of the doctoral dissertation or of the doctoral dissertation is negatively evaluated for the second time

· if the Faculty Council decides to suspend the process for obtaining a doctoral degree in accordance with the University’s Statute and the University’s Ordinance on Postgraduate Degree Programmes.

(2) The decision on the loss of doctoral student status, i.e. the decision on the exmatriculation of the doctoral student from the doctoral studies in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article is passed by the Dean.
Resumption of doctoral studies

Article 26
(1) The student who has lost the doctoral student status due to the interruption of studies can resume their doctoral studies provided that not more than three years have passed from the date of interruption of studies and provided that the study programme has not been substantially altered from that enrolled by the student.

(2) The request for approval to resume interrupted studies, along with supporting documentation, is submitted to the Dean. 

(3) The decision approving the resumption of interrupted studies is passed by the Dean, and includes the approval for the student to resume the studies and the recognition of the exams along with the grades and ECTS credits earned during the study, and the costs of the studies, i.e. the amount of the tuition fee. 

Supervisor

Article 27

(1) The doctoral student must be assigned a supervisor who is appointed by the Faculty Council of the holder of the doctoral degree programme, at the proposal of the doctoral student.
(2) The Faculty Council lays down the list of supervisors in the doctoral study programme and publishes it on the website of the holder of the doctoral degree programme. The doctoral student has the right to choose one or more potential supervisors from the list of supervisors and they submit their proposal to the Faculty Council on the prescribed form.
(3) The Faculty Council, in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, and taking into account the proposal of the doctoral student and the supervising capacity of the holder of the doctoral degree programme, appoints a supervisor who has accepted beforehand the supervision in writing. 

Article 28

(1) A person may be appointed supervisor in the doctoral degree programme if they are:

· a teacher of the Faculty who is employed in a scientific-teaching position (Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, Full Professor or Full Professor with Tenure) and who is involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme

· a teacher who is not employed at the University or at the Faculty, but who is an external associate and who is involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme

· a professor emeritus who is involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme.

(2) Teachers or external associates of the Faculty, referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, may be appointed as supervisors if they are actively involved in scientific research and have accomplished scientific achievements in the past five years and have published relevant scientific papers related to the research topic of the doctoral dissertation.

(3) A person may be appointed supervisor in the doctoral degree programme if they are a renowned international researcher and are not employed at the Faculty, but, under a separate contract, are involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme or are the lead researcher or a member of a scientific research project within the framework of which the research would be conducted and the doctoral dissertation would be written.

(4) Exceptionally, a person who is a researcher employed in a scientific position (Research Associate, Senior Research Associate, Research Advisor, Research Advisor with Tenure) may be appointed supervisor in the doctoral degree programme if they have published scientific papers that represent a significant contribution in the field of research of the doctoral dissertation or are the lead researcher or a member of a scientific research project within the framework of which the research would be conducted and the doctoral dissertation would be written.

(5) If the appointed supervisor is not a teacher, an external associate or professor emeritus of the Faculty, a co-supervisor who is an employee of the University or the Faculty, and who is employed in a scientific-teaching position is appointed. 

(6) A person whose behaviour has been determined to have violated the provisions of the University's Code of Ethics cannot be appointed as a doctoral supervisor.

Article 29

(1) As a rule, a supervisor should be the lead researcher or a member of a national or international scientific research project, the lead researcher or a member of an institutional project, or the lead researcher or a member of a research group.

(2) The supervisor should have a positive opinion of the Faculty on their supervising work (Form 2) and may, as a rule, supervise a maximum of three doctoral students simultaneously. 

(3) Prior to taking on their first supervision, potential supervisors should take part in a doctoral supervising workshop organized by the University, Faculty or other Croatian or foreign universities. All supervisors in doctoral studies should continuously attend supervising workshops organized by the University or other Croatian or foreign universities for the purpose of further training and exchanging experiences. Supervising workshops may also be organized at the level of doctoral studies in the form of a transfer of experience of long-term supervisors. 

Rights and obligations of the supervisor

Article 30

(1) The supervisor helps the student during doctoral studies and is required to guide the student through doctoral studies. 

(2) The doctoral supervisor is required to guide the student in the research work and application of scientific methods during the writing of the doctoral dissertation, to monitor the quality of the student’s work, encourage the student to publish papers, and enable the student to participate in research projects.

(3) If there are multiple supervisors, i.e. a supervisor and a co-supervisor, each of them assumes responsibility for a previously specified part of the research and procedures in the preparation of the doctoral dissertation.

(4) A supervisor who is not the University or the Faculty employee needs to sign a statement (Form 3) and/or an agreement with the head of the University or the Faculty on assuming the supervising responsibility.

(5) If the supervisor who has assumed the doctoral supervision retires before the completion of the doctoral dissertation, they have the right, with the consent of the Faculty Council, to serve as supervisor until the procedure for the defence of the doctoral dissertation has been completed.

(6) Once a year, the supervisor submits a report on the doctoral student’s work and on the supervising activities to the Doctoral Degree Committee on the prescribed form (Form 4).  
(7) The supervisor has the right to submit a duly substantiated request asking of the Faculty Council to dismiss them from the supervising work.
(8) Dismissal from the supervising work can be requested if the doctoral student does not fulfil their study obligations and the report on their work is negative for two consecutive years, or if, when preparing the doctoral dissertation, they do not follow the instructions and guidelines of the supervisor in the doctoral research related to the topic of the doctoral dissertation.

(9) If the Faculty Council passes a decision on the dismissal of the supervisor, a new supervisor is appointed to the doctoral student in accordance with Article 29 (2) of these Rules. 

Positive assessment of the supervising work

Article 31

(1) A positive assessment of the supervising work of the teacher is adopted by the Doctoral Degree Committee and is an integral part of the documentation for submitting the topic of the doctoral dissertation.

(2) In the case of a potential supervisor who is proposed for appointment as a supervisor for the first time, the assessment of the supervising work of the teacher contains information on the teaching and scientific predispositions of the researcher to carry out supervisory work in accordance with Article 28 and Article 29 (1) and (3) of these Rules. 

(3) The assessment of the supervising work of the teacher contains information on the teaching and scientific status referred to in Article 28 and Article 29 (1) and (3) of these Rules. 

(4) A positive assessment of the supervising work of the teacher is a prerequisite for appointing them as a supervisor to a doctoral student. 
Doctoral dissertation
Article 32

(1) The doctoral dissertation must be an independent and original work, which demonstrates independent scientific research with the application of scientific methods. The doctoral dissertation contains a scientific contribution in the corresponding scientific field and related scientific disciplines, i.e. in an interdisciplinary field of science along with related disciplines.
(2) The doctoral dissertation is an independent and original scientific work and is subject to public scholarly assessment.

(3) A doctoral dissertation can take the following forms:

· a research monograph 

· a collection of published scientific papers accompanied by a critical review chapter consisting of an introduction, discussion, conclusion and the overview of the relevant literature. The papers must fully correspond to the chosen topic of the doctoral dissertation so that the hypotheses, methodology and scientific contribution of the accepted topic can be unambiguously referenced in the proposed papers. This form of doctoral dissertation is possible only as a part of research work conducted within the framework of the doctoral degree programme, and scientific papers that are integrated into the doctoral dissertation must be at least three original scientific papers published in journals indexed in databases relevant for the scientific field of the doctoral dissertation, and the doctoral student must be the sole author or one of the main authors of these scientific papers. At least one of the published papers must be published in a Q1 quartile journal.

(4) The form of the doctoral dissertation is laid down in the study programme. 

(5) The doctoral dissertation is written in the Croatian standard language; however, it may be written in one of the world's languages with the approval of the Faculty Council.
(6) The doctoral student and doctoral supervisor should adhere to ethical principles, i.e. principles of academic and scientific integrity throughout the entire course of doctoral studies, and in particular when conducting research and writing the doctoral dissertation.

(7) The title, abstract and keywords of the doctoral dissertation must be written in the Croatian and English language. The abstract should clearly state the objectives of the doctoral dissertation, methods of research, results and conclusions.

(8) The doctoral dissertation is submitted both in electronic and in printed form. The form and content of the doctoral dissertation is laid down by the minimum standards for the preparation of the doctoral dissertation published on the Faculty's official website.

The procedure for submission, evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation

Article 33

(1) The process of submission, evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation is laid down in the University Statute and the Ordinance on Postgraduate Degree Programmes of the University.
(2) Members of the committees established for the purpose of evaluation of the dissertation topic, and evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation may be teachers in a scientific-teaching position who are permanently employed at the Faculty, teachers who, based on an employment contract, are employed in corresponding scientific-teaching positions at other universities or higher education institutions in the country and abroad, researchers employed in scientific positions who are nominal teachers, or nominal teachers who are employed outside of the university, and are active in a scientific field and a scientific discipline or several scientific fields and several scientific disciplines related to the topic of the doctoral dissertation.  
(3) The supervisor cannot act as the Chair of the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic or the Committee for the evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation.  At least one member of the committees established for the purpose of the evaluation of the dissertation topic, and evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation must be an external member, employed outside of the institution of the holder of the doctoral degree programme. 
(4) Committees for the evaluation of the dissertation topic and the evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation have a minimum of three members and a maximum of five members. The Faculty Council is required to appoint one substitute member for the procedure of the evaluation of the dissertation topic and the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation, and two substitute members for the procedure of the public defence of the doctoral dissertation.

(5) Reports on the evaluation of the dissertation topic and on the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation are drawn up by the Chair of the committee and are adopted by the majority of the votes of the committee. A member of the committee who disagrees with the report may give a dissenting opinion which is attached to the report.

The procedure for submission and evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic

Article 34

(1) The application with which the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree is initiated is submitted on a prescribed application form (Form 5) and, in addition to details laid down in the University Statute, it must include the following: general information about the doctoral student, the title of the proposed doctoral dissertation, general information about the proposed supervisor and their competencies, explanation of the topic, overview of previous research, the objective and the hypotheses of the research, methods and plan of research, expected scientific contribution of the proposed research, a proposed list of references and a statement that the doctoral student has not submitted a dissertation proposal with an identical topic at another University study programme, or at another university.
(2) Scientific research on humans and animals and on materials of human and animal origin or with them must be conducted in accordance with the applicable regulations, and when submitting the proposal for the topic of the doctoral dissertation, the doctoral student must attach to it the consent of the Ethics Committee of the Faculty and, if necessary, the consent of the Ethics Committee of another institution that is involved in the research.

Public defence of the proposed dissertation topic

Article 35

(1) After it has been determined that the conditions for initiating the procedure for accepting/evaluating the dissertation topic have been met, the Faculty Council appoints the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic, whose composition is laid down in the University Statute. 
(2) The doctoral student publicly defends the proposed dissertation topic before the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic.

(3) The Faculty Council sets the date and place of the public defence of the proposed dissertation topic. The notice on the public defence of the proposed dissertation topic is published on the Faculty's website and states the name and surname of the doctoral student, the title of the proposed dissertation topic, the name and surname of the supervisor and co-supervisor, and the composition of the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic.

(4) The public defence of the dissertation topic must take place within the ninety-day deadline provided for by the University Statute for the purpose of submitting the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic (Form 6) to the Faculty Council. 
(5) The public defence of the dissertation topic may, with the consent of the Faculty Council, be organized in a hybrid way or entirely online, with the use of online platforms for remote access. A link to the online public defence of the proposed dissertation topic should be made available to the public. 

(6) The evaluation granted for the public defence of the proposed dissertation topic is an integral part of the report drawn up by the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic.

Acceptance and evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic

Article 36

The report drawn up by the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic is submitted to the Faculty Council and should comprise the following:
· general information about the doctoral student

· evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic

· evaluation granted for the public defence of the proposed dissertation topic

· proposal to accept or reject the proposed dissertation topic

· date and signature of the members of the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic.

Article 37

(1) The Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic may propose to the Faculty Council in its report on the evaluation of the dissertation topic the following:
· positive evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic

· positive evaluation of the dissertation topic under the condition that the title of the doctoral dissertation be changed, or with a proposal that the title of the doctoral dissertation be amended
· positive evaluation of the topic, however, with suggested amendments in the part related to the expected scientific contribution of the proposed research, research methodology, literature review and other parts related to the research field of ​​the doctoral dissertation

· negative evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic, which also includes the negative evaluation of the public defence of the proposed dissertation topic.

(2) At the proposal of the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic, the Faculty Council may:

· accept the proposed dissertation topic and the positive evaluation of the proposed dissertation topic

· propose the reconsideration of the dissertation topic after the amendments to the title and corrections of the dissertation topic, without the new public defence of the dissertation topic 

· propose the revision and new defence of the dissertation topic 

· reject the dissertation topic on the grounds of it not being acceptable due to the lack of scientific basis for obtaining a doctoral degree and suspend the process for obtaining a doctoral degree.

Article 38

(1) Within sixty days from the date of receipt of the report drawn up by the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic, the Faculty Council is required to pass a decision on acceptance of the topic or rejection of the topic, i.e. suspension of the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree.
(2) After the Faculty Council has accepted the report of the Committee with a positive evaluation of the dissertation topic, it adopts a decision on the acceptance of the dissertation topic and informs the doctoral student that they may proceed with the preparation of the doctoral dissertation, and appoints the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation, in accordance with the University Statute.

(3) If the Committee for the evaluation of the dissertation topic proposes a negative evaluation of the topic after the revision and new public defence of the topic, the Faculty Council may adopt a decision on the submission of a new dissertation topic if conditions for this are met, or suspend the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree and inform the doctoral student thereof.

Procedure for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation

Article 39

(1) After fulfilling all study obligations of the doctoral studies, the doctoral student submits a request for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation (Form 7). The request is submitted on a previously specified form and the following documents are attached to it: 
· doctoral student’s curriculum vitae
· a document certifying the fulfilment of all the requirements of the doctoral studies in accordance with the study programme 

· a written statement of the supervisor that the doctoral dissertation meets the criteria for a doctoral dissertation 

· doctoral dissertation in electronic form

· short summary of the doctoral dissertation (one standard page). 

(2) For the purpose of the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation, the doctoral dissertation is submitted in electronic form, in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article.

(3) The doctoral student submits the doctoral dissertation for evaluation no later than two years after the end of the final year of doctoral studies.

(4) If the doctoral student, for justified reasons, fails to submit the doctoral dissertation within the specified deadline referred to in the previous paragraph, the Faculty Council may, at the request of the doctoral student, extend the deadline for the submission of the doctoral dissertation by a maximum of 1 year, i.e. until the expiry of the maximum allowed period of study. 

(5) If the doctoral student fails to submit the doctoral dissertation within the extended deadline, they lose the status of a doctoral student. 
Article 40

(1) The doctoral dissertation is evaluated by the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation appointed by the Faculty Council in accordance with the University Statute.

(2) The members of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation submit a report on the evaluation of the dissertation (Form 8) no later than ninety days after the receipt of the dissertation.

(3) The Faculty is required, within the deadline specified in paragraph 2 of this Article, to make the doctoral dissertation available to the public by publishing it on its website, at least thirty days prior to the date of the defence of the doctoral dissertation.

(4) If, during the procedure for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation, public objections and comments are received for which the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation determines that they should be taken into account, it will ask the doctoral student to revise the doctoral dissertation no later than thirty days before the expiry of the deadline for the submission of the report by the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation.

(5) The report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation contains: a description of the dissertation content, opinion and evaluation of the dissertation with reference to the applied methods, the scientific content of the dissertation and the Committee’s proposal.

(6) The Chair of the Committee draws up a report based on the collected opinions of all members of the Committee. Each member of the Committee has the right to submit a dissenting opinion. 
(7) The Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation may recommend in their report that:

· the doctoral dissertation should be accepted and the doctoral student should be allowed to proceed to the dissertation defence
· the doctoral dissertation should be returned to the doctoral student for amendments or correction

· the doctoral dissertation should be rejected.

(8) Each recommendation referred to in paragraph 6 of this Article must be duly justified in the report, and the final part of the report must state the original scientific contribution of the doctoral dissertation. 

Article 41

(1) If the Faculty Council concludes that the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation does not provide a sound basis for passing a decision on the evaluation of the dissertation, it may include new members in the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation and request a report to be submitted or appoint a new Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation, which will reconsider the doctoral dissertation and submit a report to the Faculty Council.  
(2) If the Faculty Council based on the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation, determines that the doctoral dissertation has shortcomings, it shall ask the doctoral student to make the necessary revisions and remove the shortcomings in accordance with the recommendations and comments of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation.

(3) The doctoral student is required, within ninety days from the date of receipt of the Faculty Council’s decision, to revise the doctoral dissertation, i.e. remove its shortcomings or amend it.

(4) If the doctoral student fails to comply with the recommendations and comments of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation within the deadline referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article, and for this there is no justified reason, the doctoral dissertation shall be deemed rejected.

(5) The procedure for the repeated evaluation of the doctoral dissertation following the revision is identical to the procedure for the first submission of the doctoral dissertation.

(6) The Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation may propose to the Faculty Council to accept or to reject the doctoral dissertation in the repeated process of evaluation of the revised or amended doctoral dissertation.

(7) If the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation is negative, and the Faculty Council does not adopt the decision to include new members in the Committee or appoint a new Committee for a new evaluation, the Faculty Council shall adopt the decision to reject the doctoral dissertation and terminate the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree and inform the doctoral student thereof.

(8) A decision of the Faculty Council stating the grounds for the termination of the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree is submitted within 8 days from the date of the decision of the Faculty Council.
(9) The doctoral student whose doctoral dissertation was rejected in the repeated process of the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation loses the right to complete the doctoral studies. The doctoral student may not repeat the procedure for obtaining a doctoral degree on the same topic in the same doctoral degree programme. The loss of the right to obtain a doctoral degree does not lead to the loss of the right to apply to a public call for another doctoral degree programme at the University or a university constituent and to submit another doctoral dissertation topic.

(10) The supervisor of a doctoral candidate whose doctoral dissertation was rejected cannot be appointed supervisor of any doctoral candidate in the same doctoral degree programme during the following six years.

Procedure for the defence of the doctoral dissertation

Article 42

(1) If the Faculty Council accepts the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation containing a proposal for the Faculty Council to accept the doctoral dissertation, it will adopt a decision on the positive evaluation of the doctoral dissertation and appoint the Dissertation defence committee at the same session. The composition of the Dissertation defence committee is laid down in the University Statute and may have the same composition as the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation.
(2) The defence of the doctoral dissertation is public and is usually carried out within thirty days from the date of the decision of the Faculty Council on the positive evaluation of the doctoral dissertation.

(3) The date and the place of the dissertation defence is scheduled by the Faculty Council, and the announcement of the public dissertation defence is published on the noticeboard and on the webpage of the Faculty no later than 8 days before the date scheduled for the public defence of the dissertation. 

(4) The announcement of the public defence of the dissertation, in addition to the date and place of the dissertation defence, has to state the name and surname of the doctoral candidate, the title of the dissertation, the name and surname of the supervisor and co-supervisor and the composition of the Dissertation defence committee.

(5) The public defence of the doctoral dissertation is held in the Faculty’s premises in the language in which the doctoral dissertation was written.

(6) In the case of joint doctoral studies or a joint doctoral degree, the defence may be held at another university.  

(7) Based on the decision of the Faculty Council, the public defence of the doctoral dissertation may exceptionally be organized in a hybrid way via online means of communication, whereby at least one member of the Committee is physically present at the site of the public defence of the doctoral dissertation. A link to the online public defence of the dissertation has to be made available to the public. 

(8) If, without a valid reason, the doctoral student fails to attend the public defence of the doctoral dissertation in line with the scheduled date and place of the dissertation defence, the Faculty Council shall make a decision to suspend the procedure for obtaining the doctoral degree and inform the doctoral student and the supervisor thereof.

Doctoral dissertation including an innovation eligible for the protection

of intellectual property rights

Article 43

If the results of the doctoral dissertation research include an innovation subject to intellectual property rights, the doctoral student and the supervisor are required to notify the Faculty Council thereof.  In such a case, the doctoral student, with the consent of the supervisor, may request, before the submission of the doctoral dissertation for evaluation, that the submitted doctoral dissertation be handled secretly until the moment of the public defence, which in this case may be postponed for up to one year.

Protocol for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation

Article 44

(1) The procedure for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation is laid down in a previously specified protocol. The form for the drafting of the protocol (Form 9) is available on the Faculty's website.
(2) The doctoral student defends the doctoral dissertation before the Dissertation defence committee and the interested public.

(3) The minutes of the dissertation defence shall be kept by the recording secretary and  signed by the Chair and members of the Dissertation defence committee and the recording secretary. The recording secretary is appointed by the Faculty Council.  The decision of the Committee on the defence of the doctoral dissertation is entered in the minutes.

(4) The Chair of the Dissertation defence committee opens the procedure for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation and, in accordance with the Act and the University Statute, determines that the conditions for the doctoral student to join the public defence of the doctoral dissertation have been met, determines the composition of the Dissertation defence committee, states the general information about the doctoral student, the doctoral student’s results achieved during the doctoral studies, the doctoral student’s papers and the grounds for the evaluation of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation.

(5) After the report of the Chair of the Dissertation defence committee, the doctoral student presents the content of the doctoral dissertation and explains the conclusions reached in the doctoral dissertation.

(6) After the doctoral student's presentation, the members of the Dissertation defence committee ask questions and may ask for additional explanations related to the doctoral dissertation.

(7) The doctoral student is required to answer the questions of the Committee members and provide additional explanations. Following that, the interested public may ask questions, and the doctoral student answers all the questions of the interested public.

(8) After all the questions have been answered and additional explanations provided by the doctoral student, the Chair of the Dissertation defence committee concludes the procedure for the public defence of the doctoral dissertation, and the Committee retires to deliberate and make a decision.

Decision on the defence of the doctoral dissertation
Article 45

(1) After the defence of the doctoral dissertation has been completed, the Dissertation defence committee passes a decision on the defence of the doctoral dissertation, which can be:

· defended by a unanimous decision of the Committee
· defended by a majority vote of the Committee 

· not defended.

(2) The decision of the Dissertation defence committee is made public by the Chair of the Dissertation defence committee who, in the case of a positive decision, establishes that the doctoral student has fulfilled the requirements for obtaining the academic title of Doctor of Science by successfully defending the doctoral dissertation.

(3) The doctoral student who has not defended the doctoral dissertation is entitled after the expiry of ninety days to reapply to write and defend a doctoral dissertation, but not with the same topic.

(4) A doctoral dissertation which has not been defended within 5 years from the date of the acceptance of the dissertation topic is subject to a new procedure for the acceptance of the dissertation topic. 

Academic doctoral degree

Article 46

On the completion of a three-year doctoral degree programme with a total of 180 ECTS credits obtained, the doctoral student is awarded the doctoral degree (PhD degree) in a scientific field and discipline or in an interdisciplinary field of science with corresponding scientific disciplines in accordance with the Act and the doctoral degree programme. 

Submission, publication and storage of doctoral dissertations

Article 47

(1) After the successful defence of the doctoral dissertation, a sheet containing information about the author of the doctoral dissertation, the composition of the Dissertation defence committee with the signatures of the members of the Committee and the date of the defence of the doctoral dissertation is added to the doctoral dissertation.

(2) The doctoral student is required, within twenty-five days from the date of the defence, to register a doctoral dissertation bound in at least three copies and an electronic version of the doctoral dissertation with the Faculty Secretariat.

(3) It is possible to carry out the correction (corrigendum or errata) of the doctoral dissertation on a special form before and after the doctoral dissertation has been bound, and the correction is published with the doctoral dissertation.

(4) The Faculty is required to deposit the doctoral dissertation in the national repository, i.e. in the Faculty’s repository within thirty days from the date of the defence.  

(5) One printed copy of the doctoral dissertation is submitted to the National and University Library, to the City and University Library Osijek and to the University.

Doctoral degree diploma and diploma supplement

Article 48

(1) After the completion of doctoral studies, the doctoral student is issued a diploma and a diploma supplement. 

(2) The diploma and diploma supplement are public documents issued by the University, which confirm that the doctoral student has completed the doctoral studies and earned the right to be awarded an academic title in accordance with the Act.

(3) Public documents referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article are issued free of charge in the Croatian and English language, in the form of a signed and certified printout and in digital form, and at the request of the doctoral student, and at their expense, they can also be issued in another world language.

(4) If the diploma is issued after the completion of the joint doctoral degree programme, it should contain the full name and seat, as well as the signatures and seals of the heads of all higher education institutions participating in the joint doctoral degree programme, as well as other information in accordance with the Act, the University Statute and these Rules.

(5) The form and content of public documents is laid down in the Ordinance on the form and content of certificates, diplomas and diploma supplements.

(6) In addition to the content of the diploma, which is laid down in the Ordinance referred to in paragraph 5 of this Article, the diploma, in addition to the scientific field, also states the scientific discipline or the interdisciplinary field of science with scientific disciplines in which the diploma was obtained, along with the title of the doctoral dissertation and the supervisor of the doctoral dissertation.

(7) The doctoral diploma is presented to the doctoral student by the University Rector at a promotion ceremony. At the promotion ceremony the doctoral student is entered in the book of doctoral degree holders kept by the University.

Procedure for the withdrawal of the academic doctoral degree 

Article 49

(1) The academic title of Doctor of Science shall be withdrawn if it is determined that it has been acquired contrary to the prescribed conditions for its acquisition, due to severe violation of rules governing the doctoral degree programme or if the doctoral dissertation is a result of plagiarism or forgery, in the procedure which is in accordance with the provisions of the University Statute and the University’s Ordinance on Postgraduate Degree Programmes. 
(2) The procedure for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science is identical to the procedure for obtaining the said academic title and is carried out by the Faculty Council. 

(3) The person who believes that the academic title of Doctor of Science was acquired contrary to the prescribed conditions for its acquisition, due to severe violation of rules governing the doctoral degree programme or that the doctoral dissertation was a result of plagiarism or forgery submits a written complaint to the Faculty Council. 

(4) The procedure for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science is carried out by the Faculty Council. 

(5) The Faculty Council rejects the proposal to withdraw the academic title of Doctor of Science if it is not well-grounded or if it does not contain adequate evidence.

Article 50

(1) If the Faculty Council determines that the grounds for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science exist, it shall appoint a committee of three members from the ranks of teachers in scientific-teaching positions who are involved in the delivery of the doctoral degree programme and who are active in the scientific field and discipline in which the dissertation in question was defended. The supervisor, co-supervisor and the members of the committees for the evaluation of the dissertation topic and the evaluation and defence of the doctoral dissertation may not act as members of this committee. 
(2) The Committee referred to in the previous paragraph considers and evaluates the proposal for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science and determines the method of action and the method for establishing evidence, and is required to submit, within thirty days from the receipt of the proposal for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science, a report to the Faculty Council proposing that the academic title be withdrawn or that the procedure be terminated. 

(3) The following is attached to the report of the Committee, referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article:

· information about the author, the title of the doctoral dissertation, and the diploma certifying the completion of the study programme

· the complaint with a grounded request and reasons for initiating the procedure

· the decision of the academic body on the acceptance of the doctoral dissertation topic

· the decision on the appointment of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation

· the report of the Committee for the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation

· the decision of the academic body on the acceptance of the evaluation of the doctoral dissertation and the appointment of the Dissertation defence committee, 

· the minutes of the dissertation defence,  

· one (1) electronic copy of the doctoral dissertation. 

(4) The report of the appointed Committee is delivered to the person who has submitted the complaint and to the doctoral degree holder whose academic title is being disputed, who, within thirty days from the date of receipt of the report, can submit their statement.

(5) While carrying out the procedure for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science, the Faculty Council requests the opinion of the Faculty's Ethics Committee, which is attached to the Committee's report.

(6) On the basis of the Committee’s report and the opinion of the Ethics Committee, the Faculty Council makes a decision to revoke the academic title of Doctor of Science or to terminate the procedure.

(7) The decision of the Faculty Council is submitted to the authorized bodies of the University.

(8) The Committee for statutory and legal issues considers the Committee’s report and the decision of the authorized council of the doctoral degree holder, and adopts a preliminary legal opinion on the decision of the Faculty Council and proposes to the Rector to confirm the decision of the Faculty Council or to terminate the procedure, in accordance with the supervisory powers of the University pursuant to the University Statute.

(9) Based on the opinion of the Committee for statutory and legal issues, the Rector proposes to the Senate to confirm the decision of the Faculty Council or to terminate the procedure.

(10) The final decision confirming that the academic title of Doctor of Science has been withdrawn or that the procedure for the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science has been terminated is adopted by the Senate. 

Article 51
(1) In the event that the Senate confirms the decision of the Faculty Council on the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science, the Rector annuls the doctoral degree diploma no later than thirty days from the date of the decision of the Senate on the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science.
(2) The decision on the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science is entered into the Book of doctorates of the University.
(3) The doctoral diploma is annulled by inserting an annulment clause.

(4) A person whose academic title of Doctor of Science has been withdrawn is required to return the diploma to the University within thirty days from the receipt of the decision of the Senate confirming the decision of the Faculty Council on the withdrawal of the academic title of Doctor of Science.

(5) The withdrawal of the doctoral degree results in the withdrawal of the academic title and the loss of positions or of the status of a nominal teacher, acquired based on the respective academic title. 

(6) In the process of withdrawing the academic title of Doctor of Science, the authorized bodies of the holder of the doctoral degree programme and the Senate are required to comply with the rules regarding copyright.

3. DOCTORAL DEGREE PROGRAMME QUALITY ASSURANCE
Article 52
(1) Doctoral degree programme quality assurance is carried out in accordance with the act governing higher education and scientific activity, regulations governing quality assurance in higher education and science, the University Statute, the general act of the University and the general act of the Faculty.

(2) The Doctoral Degree Committee or the Faculty body appointed specifically for this purpose is required to analyse and monitor the performance of the doctoral degree programme and determine the procedures for monitoring and improving the quality of the doctoral degree programme.
(3) In order to monitor and improve the quality of the doctoral degree programme, it is necessary to monitor the performance of teaching and research, the scientific production of teachers and doctoral students, the relevance and quality of doctoral dissertations, the evaluation of the work of supervisors and doctoral students by conducting surveys, by monitoring statistical indicators on the duration of studies in doctoral study programmes, statistical indicators on the number of enrolled doctoral students and the number of doctoral students who have defended their doctoral dissertation, indicators regarding the international cooperation, the mobility of teachers and doctoral students in doctoral studies, by monitoring and improving the work of employees in administrative positions by surveying teachers and doctoral students of the Faculty.

(4) Doctoral degree programme quality assurance is carried out by the authorized bodies of the holder of doctoral degree programmes in cooperation with the University Centre for ensuring and improving the quality of higher education.
4. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Rights of students enrolled in postgraduate studies before the entry into force of these Rules

Article 53

(1) Students of postgraduate studies have the right to complete their studies in accordance with the regulations that were in force at the time of enrolment.

(2) Students enrolled in postgraduate studies before 1 October of the 2023/2024 academic year have the right to complete their studies in accordance with the study programme and conditions that were in force at the time of enrolment in the first year of studies.

(3) Students who have been allowed to continue their studies in accordance with the conditions laid down in the previous general act of the University have the right to complete their studies within the deadlines in which they were allowed to continue their studies.

(4) The provisions of these Rules cannot reduce or deprive the student of certain rights acquired pursuant to the previous general act of the University.

(5) If the provisions of these Rules are more favourable for the student, those more favourable provisions apply to the student regardless of when the student was enrolled in the study programme.

Accredited existing and newly established study programmes

Article 54
(1) If the structure and duration of the existing doctoral study programme is changed, the student studying under the existing accredited study programme has the right to complete the studies according to the study programme and conditions that were in force when the student was enrolled in the first year of study.

(2) If a student submits a request to continue the studies in accordance with the new study programme referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the student may be granted that request.

(3) In the event that the student referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article is given a limitation regarding the duration of the right to complete the studies, that limitation cannot be shorter than twice the duration of the studies.
Duration of studies and loss of student status

Article 55

(1) The provisions of these Rules regarding the duration of studies apply to all students who enrol in the first year of studies as of the academic year 2023/2024. 

(2) The provisions regarding the loss of student status apply to all students, regardless of when they were enrolled in the study programme.
Suspension of rights and obligations

Article 56

(1) The suspension of the student's rights and obligations approved in accordance with the previous general act of the University will end within the deadlines and in accordance with the rules of the Faculty that were in force when the deadlines were set.

(2) The provisions of the Ordinance on Postgraduate Study Programmes of the University regarding the approval or denial of suspension of student rights and obligations shall apply from the academic year 2023/2024.

Repeal of the previously applicable general act

Article 57
On the entry into force of these Rules the following cease to apply:  Regulations on Postgraduate Study Programme in Literature and Cultural Identity, Regulations on Postgraduate Study Programme in Linguistics and Regulations on Postgraduate Study Programme in Pedagogy and Contemporary School Culture. 

Entry into force

Article 58

These Rules shall enter into force on the eighth day following their display on the notice board and their publication on the web page of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Osijek.
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